ESSAYS ON THE GITA

energy, Karma, in man and in all existences; from
that work proceeds the principle of sacrifice. Even the
material interchange between gods and men proceeds
upon this principle, as typefied in the dependence of
rain and its product food on this working and on them
the physical birth of creatures. For all the working
of Pr^kriti is in its true nature a sacrifice, yajna, with
the Divine Being as the enjoyer of all energisms and
works and sacrifice and the great Lord of all existences,
bhoktdram yajnatapasam saruabhuta-mahesvamm, and
to know this Divine all-pervading and established in
sacrifice, sarvagatam yajne pratisthitam, is the true,
the Vedic knowledge.

'But he may be known in an inferior action
through the devas, the gods, the powers of the divine
Soul in Nature and in the eternal interaction of these
powers and the soul of man, mutually giving and
receiving, mutually helping, increasing, raising each
others' workings and satisfaction, a commerce in which
man rises towards a growing fitness for the supreme
good. He recognises that his life is a part of this
divine action in Nature and not a thing separate and
to be held and pursued for its own sake. He regards
his enjoyments and the satisfaction of his desires as
the fruit of sacrifice and the gift of the gods in their

proceeds from that and is the creative movement, visarga^ ^which
brings all natural beings and all changing subjective and objective
shapes of being into existence; the result of Karma therefore is
all this mutable becoming, the changes of nature developed out
of the original self-nature, ksam bhava out of svabhdva; Purusha
is the soul, the divine element in the becoming, adhidaivata, by
whose presence the workings of Karma become a sacrifice, yajnd,
to the divine within; adhiyajna is this secret Divine who receives
the sacrifice.
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